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fine weather to get the latitude, which I found to be
42° 30/. Lake Yjadakoin may be a league and a half
in its greatest width, and 6 leagues in its entire
length. It becomes narrow near the middle, and
seems to form a double lake.

We left it on the morning of the 24th, and entered
the little river which bears its name, and which is,
as it were, its outlet. After a league and a half of
still water, one enters a rapid, which extends for
three leagues or more; in times of drouth, it is
very shallow. We were told that in the spring, or
after heavy rains, it is navigable; as for us, we found
it drained dry. In certain places, which were only
too frequent, there was barely two or three inches
of water,

Before entering this place, Monsieur de Celoron had
the greater part of the baggage unloaded, with
people to carry it to the rendezvous. On the road,
our natives noticed fresh trails, and huts newly
abandoned. From these unequivocal indications,
we inferred that some one had come to spy upon us,
and that at our approach our discoverers had carried
the alarm to the Beautiful River. Therefore, Mon-
sieur the Commandant held a council on the morning
of the 2s5th, in which, after having declared your
intentions, he proposed to send Monsieur de Joncaire
to la paille coupée,® to carry thither some porcelain
branches, and to invite the natives to listen to the
peaceful message of their father Onontio. The
proposition was unanimously approved, and Monsieur
de Joncaire set out, accompanied by a detachment
of savages. We then worked at repairing our
canoes, and sent them on, half-loaded. On the
morning of the 27th, we again found the still water,



